TRANSPORT AND HEALTH SCIENCE GROUP EVIDENCE TO THE TRANSPORT SELECT COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO STREET WORKS, JANUARY 2025
We are an international scientific society concerned with all the relationships between transport and health. We are the main public health organisation in the transport field. We are constituted as an England and Wales registered charity and CIO.
THSG UK has close links to the Faculty of Public Health of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom and helps administer its Transport Special Interest Group.
Our evidence to this inquiry is limited to a few specific points.
1. Pedestrians (including those wheeling buggies and wheelchair users) must be able to use the pavement and not be forced into the carriageway. The most important issues that need to be addressed are pavement parking and the position of charging points. Additionally, street works must provide a safe passage for pedestrians; often those carrying out street works prioritise maintaining a route on the carriageway over maintaining one on the pavement. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]In the case of street works in the vicinity of a cycle lane, ideally a lane for cyclists should be retained for their safety at the expense, if necessary, of carriageway space for motorists. Where there is no segregated space for cyclists and street works lead to a narrowing of the carriageway, signs should be placed reminding motorists that they must not overtake cyclists.
3. Traffic light controls used on narrowed lengths of road should always have a pedestrian phase to prevent a constant flow of traffic which is impossible to cross. 
4. The reinstatement of the highway after street works offers an opportunity to install traffic calming. We have known of situations where streets which residents want to see traffic calmed, but where the local authority says it lacks the money for traffic calming, have been dug up and then reinstated, when excellent traffic calming could have been achieved by just filling in the hole and planting a tree. We believe that on any road other than an A or B road there should be a duty when any street works are carried out to consult residents and the local council about the possibility of incorporating traffic calming into the reinstatement. Simplification of the legal processes for traffic calming, which we advocate generally, would be of assistance here.
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